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I have been invited to contribute to this debate on citizenship from a cultural approach. 'Embracing cultural diversities when promoting European citizenship and shared values ’is the title I was proposed. 

With this collection of magic words in mind I started musing  about Citizenship and culture in my own language. And I realized that the French word citoyenneté  is not much related to culture for me. It is related to the state, the republic, to national ' duties:  

Having the same roots, the word citizenship is however not an exact synonym of citoyenneté  and, for me, evokes mainly rights: I have got the… citizenship means I have the right to  be treated as a  full member of the community. Burgerschap in Dutch, to continue with another language has again a slightly different resonance: burgerschap is firstly meant as participation to a collectively agreed system of codes and values. And we would find many different connotations with all the languages of Europe, to say nothing about the new languages of Europe as Turkish or Arabic which often have no direct translation of citizenship. 

Here  we are immediately in diversity: the diversity of our words, and the diversity of  political histories, notions and values these words convey .

The question is indeed : 

How can we feel citizens of and in an European Union which is so diverse ? 

· diverse with all its national and regional cultures

· diverse also with all the new communities, cultures and languages arriving in Europe through various migrations paths.
But there are more questions . 

· Is this sense of European citizenship the exclusive privilege of those who are EU members? could it, and shouldn’t it be shared by the European who are now beyond the EU borders?  

· And what about all those living in Europe for many years but without European passport. What does mean citizenship for them ? 

What is the role and power of culture then ? Can culture make people feel and act as citizens of a Europe of so many diversities and boundaries?
And another question, which is also a paradox:  how culture, which tends to enhance differences, can foster a sense of shared citizenship? how can culture contribute to unify while it also differentiates, and sometimes even divides?  

With all these questions in mind, I did not know where, how to start my contribution. 

Then I did what we often do when we need a starting block: I went to internet.                                                                                             It was a big mistake! 

- When entering Europe and citizenship I got 21.600.00 hits!
- Entering  a combination of European  citizenship , diversity and culture  gave me only 4.120.00 hits !
I then moved to the LAB4CULTURE. The LAB is an on line platform which will be in the air in a few days and was still in test phase then. It is an instrument for all those who want to  explore avenues, opportunities and tools for cross-borders cultural cooperation  Some of you may have assisted to the presentation of the LAB yesterday 
Entering in the field called ‘resources’ the combination Europe / citizenship/ diversity and culture gave me 721 connections.                     It was a big relief!   

As it is an ECF-related project I do not want to be too self congratulating, but I got an overview on recent publications and conferences, had access to interesting articles, was directed to a glossary or to case studies. It was a useful instruments which not only offered well filtered information but also triggered my own thoughts. 

Indeed when browsing, scrolling up and down, I was struck by the fact that the expression cultural citizenship was more and more used in recent publications.

Was that the answer to all questions?  Are we all, EU or not, passport or not, are we all cultural citizens of Europe ? 
This expression of cultural citizenship is in fact not  without ambivalence or dangers :in my view citizenship  cannot be only cultural. But it stresses that there is no citizenship without culture, no citizenship without cultural rights. 

European citizenship is indeed an abstract, administrative notion if one is not recognized as a full cultural person, if the notion of citizenship is not inhabited by shared representations, values and positive emotions .  

There culture and the arts come in: 

· culture and the arts which not only inspire, open the minds, free imagination 

· but culture and the arts which create spaces where these imaginaries, languages, and emotions meet, interact and initiate new social dynamics .
· the arts which also reveal the complex cultural layers of individuals and societies, question the certainties, the borders, the national logic. 
From individual empowerment to collective ownership, from cultural diplomacy to conflict prevention, from creativity to economic development, from participation to celebration… Culture is a power - and therefore can also be misused as actuality reminds us everyday- culture is a power which can of course contribute to shaping European citizenship in many ways.  
Here I would like to stress three dimensions of the role of culture that are strongly related to European citizenship, and where foundations have a role to play. 
 
 Intercultural competence 
 When talking about the diversity of Europe we often refer to tolerance. Tolerance is necessary, but is not enough: in a rapidly changing Europe we need much more. We need individuals ,citizens having the desire and the capacities to understand the others, to communicate and interact with them in a non dominating relation. 

This desire and these capacities, that is what we call intercultural competence. Here again, not the ideal wording, I admit: but while tolerance is the acceptance of the other, intercultural competence is about this movement between one ‘self and the other, it is about a relationship . Intercultural competence is not something which can be developed only by training but through encounters, debates, through the common design and implementation of projects.  

Why have foundations a role to play in the exploration and development of intercultural competences?

· firstly because foundation are often more flexible than public or commercial agencies They have the possibilities to take risk, to support the development phases of projects including mobility,  negotiation of differences and contradicting expectations, evaluation and all these time consuming moments where the partners involved really develop their intercultural competence

· Secondly foundations also have a role to play in exploring, exposing and demonstrating results, examples of, reflections on intercultural competence. It is a vast field of investigation and learning, where foundations could, as some of them have started to do, gather and jointly publicize their rich experience. 

Another dimension is of course  The sense of belonging 
There is no citizenship without a sense of belonging to a common European space and a common European project. Here again culture alone is not enough, but culture and the arts are needed to shape and share perspectives, visions and representations. Representations of the future and of the past. 

Allow me to say a few words about the past . 
As a Turkish proverb says: in order to know where you go you need to understand where you come from. 
Europe needs a sense of shared history, not as a burden but as a way of better understanding the present. Writing European history -  some foundations are active in this area- is not only a question for education systems  but for all the channels through which history is transmitted outside the school system:  in the arts and the media, in the landscape and the cities , all the  lieux de memoire, tangible or virtual. 
Personally I believe that specific attention should be given by foundations, and some already do , to those in Europe, who are without history, those who are amputated from their history. In our efforts to integrate new migrants and asylum seekers we often forget to make space for their personal memories, their narratives of the - often difficult- transition from one world to another. It is often artists who can make these personal stories expressed, tangible, recognized and make them a part of our shared European history. 


 Last point  Citizenship and cultural policies 
 
If culture is a power, a ground for a sense of belonging and citizenship, then we need strong cultural policies. We need cultural policies which at local, national, and EU level complement each other in supporting channels and spaces for creation and cooperation across political but also cultural, invisible borders .

A Europe of citizens does not need only strong, but also debated cultural policies 

 Demos, a  British think tank for ' everyday democracy '  has recently published a document entitled: 'Cultural policy is a closed conversation among experts. What culture needs is a mandate  from the public .'

And indeed, cultural policies often remain the territory of a limited circle of policy makers and experts: Cultural operators and representatives of citizens should be involved in cultural policies decision-making  process .  

This is why the ECF supports the development of participative cultural strategies, at local level, in different regions of Europe
This is also why the ECFwants to be, with and among other foundations, networks and public agencies, a platform where artists, experts and policy makers meet and debate cultural policies.

 This is why the ECF, for example,  contribute to set up a civil society platform in view of the preparation of The year of Intercultural Dialogue launched by the EU in 2008.
                                                ***
During these days we talk a lot about shared values. 
At the ECF we believe 
· that  making  culture  and the arts a corner stone of our diverse European community,  not only in discourse but in policies and budget is vital 
· that placing  firmly participative cultural policies, in relation with other public policies,  at  all levels including European levels is a high priority
· And that designing cultural strategies which do not build on existing walls, but on solidarities and interactions between individual and communities, across and beyond Europe is a way forward
 

 Public cultural policy is after all a European specificity: it is one of the values we could share, and should stand for, both as citizens of an open Europe, and as cosmopolitans.
