Introduction:
The Béaloideas Chiarraí - Kerry Folklore Committee, which was originally made up of representatives of the South Kerry Development Partnership, Kerry County Council, The Trustees of Muckross House Ltd., FAS, & Coillte, began work in the folklore area some five years ago. This work has been very successful to date and has resulted in the production of two books of folklore collected from people in the region as well as the hosting of a very successful Folklore Conference in September 2009 which was attended by the President of Ireland Mary McAleese. In addition plans are at an advanced stage for the production of a third book of local folklore and work will take place over the Christmas period to record interviews with those people originally from Kerry who will be returning home on holiday from overseas during the festive period. This group has now been expanded to include Meitheal Forbatha Na Gaeltachta, North & East Kerry Development Partnership Ltd., Institute of Technology Tralee and the Kerry Education Service with a view to promoting a county wide initiative on the Folklore of Kerry. 
The folklore to date has been collected through the work of five local people working under the auspices of the Rural Social Scheme, which has proven to be very successful. The committee have now also secured the services of three additional personnel under FAS, whom it is envisaged will enable a much more comprehensive work plan to be undertaken, leading to substantially better collection and archiving systems being introduced. In addition, the committee are presently seeking to appoint a work placement person to co-ordinate the application process for the Strand 1.1 application. 
Folklore and heritage are such vital elements of society and sight must never be lost as to the importance of collecting, preserving and making folklore available to future generations so that they can learn and grow from the experiences of old as well as enabling to develop a strong sense of the place and community from which they originate. The folklore of the region is also a very important element of the experience of visitors to the region and should be promoted to them as strongly as possible to emphasise the uniqueness of the region they are visiting.


Call for Partners:

The Kerry Folklore Committee invites you to consider becoming a partner for the next call for the Interreg IVC project proposal, which will take place in October of 2010. Partners are sought from the EU Region that have an interest in, or have experience of folklore collection and archiving as well as in exploring the possibilities that exist to develop the cultural heritage that exists within their area in a positive way that will contribute positively to the communities who live and work in their areas.
The aims and objectives of the project are still to be completely formulated and we expect this process to be completed through a series of workshops that will be held between the prospective partners. However, the expected results and outcomes of the project are as follows:

Results

· Full time Employment creation in Kerry – Folklorist and additional potential jobs in the region in the services sector through increased visitor numbers
· Co-ordinate at a national level a National Folklore Forum with all educational and cultural institutions engaged in Oral Folklore recording
· To form a self financing company engaging suitably qualified staff and community based research assistants utilising full and part time contracts, Rural Social Scheme, FAS schemes etc to their maximum ability to undertake the much needed work that needs to be done.
· Help communities gain the experience and appreciation of folklore to ensure that they collect folklore from within
· Run a major annual folklore conference as well as multiple day/weekend events within Kerry to promote tourism in the region and help create and maintain jobs in rural communities.

· Provide training courses to those taking part in the collecting and archiving of Folklore in areas such as editing/technical skills which will assist them to find work in other sectors

· Collect all aspects of folklore from songs and stories to poetry etc and examine the possibility of creating permanent interactive displays of this material is suitable premises within each community to act as a focal point for visitors to the area. This would create also perhaps create employment in these communities.
· Identify and co-ordinate the archiving of material already collected by the many different community groups in existence to ensure a focal point is created for all of this excellent work.
· Produce TV and radio programming relating to the folklore in the region to help bring it to a wider audience both at a national level and an international level.
· Create an electronic link to archived data that enables visitors to a region to download relevant material on a range of personal communication devices.
· Engage actively with schools to run a series of workshops with young people to show the importance of folklore as well as to encourage them to collect folklore from their immediate family members

· Ensure, through co-operation with our European Partners, that the most up to date methods are employed in the archiving and preservation of folklore material 
· Ensure, through co-operation with our European Partners, that connections that may exist between our respective cultures are identified, highlighted and developed for the benefit of all.
Benefits

· To have as extensive archive of collected material relating to oral folklore as possible for dissemination to as wide an audience as possible
· To have increased awareness and understanding of Oral Folklore and the Heritage relating to it, that gives a unique sense of place to Kerry, which can be passed down for generations to come.
· To be able to provide a proper facility for those within the community who wish to donate material for display to a wider audience.
· To have improved  and properly defined standards for recording and storage of Oral folklore
· To network all bodies collecting folklore within the county that will ensure a co-ordinated approach to the work and ensure that all available material is accessed properly.
· To be able to offer technical and fiscal support to all groups collecting folklore and have them work together under the auspices of Kerry Folklore Project.
· To be able to promote the existence of the folklore collection extensively in overseas markets where there is a strong component of Irish in the community so as to encourage these people to visit the region (US/UK/Australia in particular) 
Groups interested in becoming involved as partners in this project are kindly asked to contact Seán de Buitléar with their initial expression of interest. 

Contact details:

e-mail: sdebuitlear@skdp.net
phone: 00353 66 9761615 or 00353 87 2670689
